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REV. MR. ‘FISK’S SERMON. 

A brief review of the Rev. Mr. Fisk’s Sermon, delivered 
in Providence, R. I. in June, 1823, before the New. 
England Conference. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 141.) 

In his anxicty to establish the doctrine of infinite 
punishment, Mr, Fisk has assumed for data, that 
which is repugnant, both to reason and scripture : 
namely, that the reward .of faith and its fruits is in- 
finite ; and then proceeds, analogically, to infer that 
the punishment of sin is also infinite. If the preach- 
er had first proved that the consequences of faith, 
or any works of the creature were infinite, he might 
with propriety have urged that those ofsin would be 
in like manner infinite: But this, he neither has 
done, or cando. Mr. F. even acknowledges that 
there is no proportion between the work and the re- 
ward, abstractly considered—Then it follows, that 
the righteous and the wicked, according to this 
preacher’s hypothesis, are nof rewarded according 
to their works, but infinitely more than their works 
deserve! Mr. F. mghtas well haye told us in the 
onset that his text was false, as to have laboured 
through ten pages to arrivélfit the conclusion that 
there would be an infinitesdisparity between the 
work andthe reward: For the text declares that 
the reward of everyj man is according to his works— 
Not according to some unknown and inexplicable 
constitution, as Mr. F. unblushingly asserts. , Now 
if the preacher’s text, as well as numerous others of 
the divine oracle, be true, the magnitude of the works, 
and not some unknown constitution, must determine 
the extent of every man’s reward. 

Having shown in a former number that the reward 
of faith and good werks is not infinite,’in duration, 
but only co-extensive with the continuance of these 
virtues, we proceed to notice what we consider a 
contradiction in Mr. F’s statements. - He acknowl- 
edges that the good works of the righteous are not 
infinite in degree, and that the reward is infinite in 
no other sense than that of duration. Now compare 
this with his declaration on page 10—“ Heaven in 
all its weight, and in all its duration, is the reward of 
faith and its fruits. Butisnot Heaven inall its weight, 


and in all its duration, a blessing infinite in degree ? 


if it be not, I know of no language which could pos- 
sibly describe such a blessing, If Heaven in all its 
weight, be not infinite, nothing can be infinite in de- 
gree. 

We shall leave Mr. F. and his friends to explain 


what they understand by infinite degree: doubting, 








however, whether they will be able to find terms 
more strong and descriptive than those which the 
preacher has employed in explaining the reward of 
faith, and by which the contradiction above noticed 
was involved. 

In our next, we shall review thie arguments which 
Mr. F. has employed to prove the infinitude of sin. 

(ro BE CONTINUED.) 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
TO “*G M.” 
“Loup Preacurne TO UNIVERSALISTS.” 

Very recently observing a piece, headed with the 
above title, inthe “ Boston Recorderand Telegraph,” 
it being taken from the ‘* Christian Gazette,” which 
papers are very fond of publishing much marvellous, 
superfluous, and undigested matter, to feed the cred- 
ulous, the superstitious, and may we not say without 
departing from the truth, the ¢gnorant ; and further, 
in order to dupe the same class of people more, as 
well as the public at large, there appears occasion- 
ally some wonderful conversion, of some unnamed 
person, who has embraced the doctrine of Universal- 
ism, to the good and comforting doctrine of efernal 
misery! ‘These idle and ludicrous stories are told 
with a degree of enthusiasm and triumph, as signify- 
ing ‘* loud preaching to Universalists,” as though that 
such cants, confessions, terrific and mournful ac- 
counts would have any weight with people of dis- 
cernment and candor. Such statements as the,one 
now under consideration, with many others of the 
same stamp from the aboye named papersy which 
the writer of this has seen and carefully perused, are 
to be treated as the mere groans of a sinking, cheer- 
less, dogmatical, and unscriptural doctrine of Calvin- 
ism, which has laboured with all its “ main & might” 





to maintain its lofty dignity, by ridiculing as con- 
temptible, a doctrine, which the “whole host” of the 
advocates of eternal misery, cannot disprove by fair | 
arguments, nor by the scriptures. 

The wild and chimerical statements which are 
made in orthodox publications against Universalism, 
much resemble “ the troubled sea which casts up 
mire and dirt,” and the “ raging waves of the sea 
but we would boldly inform our cpposers, as it re- 
spects thé principal objections which are made to 
universal salvation, that we regard them as calumny, 
misrepresentations and exaggerated colorings, as evil 
presages to the truth of their own system. The 
well informed Universalist builds his hopes and putts 
his confidence in God and his written word—and not 
in the violent effusions of a prejudiced, zealous op- 
poser to every thing that does not comport with his 
sanctimonious creed ! 

We make these general remarks, because there is 
nothing in the above piece that is new, it is only 
an account put in circulation well calculated to dupe 
the credulous, prejudice the ignorant and weak min- 





ded, and raise the hue and cry ‘that Universalism 


is a good doctrine to live by, but not to die by.” 
This often reiterated objection to our doctrine is 
nothing but the mere assertion, or ipse dixit, of man. 
We have no authority from heaven to follow or be- 
lieve a Bible of man’s make, or to follow the dogmas 
of human creeds. if a serious and candid man can 
put more dependance on the mere assertion or con- 
fession of a sinful mortal, who can easily raise or fig- 
ure to himself a thousand tmaginary evils, as to the 
truth of any scriptural doctrine, than on the word of 
God, and also take no pains to refute the irresistible 
arguinents which have been made and published on 
this particular point, by the Universalists ; then, all 
which has or shall be said on this topic and many othi- 
ers of like import and character, by the, Calvinists, 
will be of no avail in convincing a discerning and im- 
partial public. We can-assure him, who may be 
the author of the piece under consideration, that he 
may write and circulate such pitiful and ill, savered, 
as well as “ loud preaching to Universalists,”’ to the 
end of time, without adding one eubit to any one’s 
mind ; or make one hair white or black, as to the 
truth ; or convince any thorough and ney Uni- 
versakst ! 

If you Cannot spend your time in doing good, be 
sure and “do ne harin” in religious persecution: 
for we neither fear nor regard your high sounding 
title, “ loud preaching ;” nor trouble ourselves about 
“negatives” which you do not appéar to understand § 
nor Hext,.the original meaning of which you have 
not wisely considered, according to your friend’s con- 
fession ; only to let you know that we consider your 
cause vague and weak, your hold very roften, and 
your foundation very sandy. We are not afraid to 
appeal to the /aw and the testimony for the truth of 
our doctrine ; for if they do not unequivocally prove 
it, we shall not regard either the healthy, the’sick 
or dying man’s confessions, in order to build a’sys- 
tem of divinity upon—this is the /as# method that 
we should think of adopting in advocating any truth. 
May you not build your future hopes and prospects 
on such slender proofs as these for happiness or eter- 
nal misery in the world of spirits. . For Isaiah declar- 


| ed positively by inspiration, “Look unto me ahd be 


ye saved, ail the ends of the earth ; for bam God, 
and there is none else. Ihave sworn by myself, the 
word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and 
shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear.” Would any person, con- 


sidering the true principles of logic, and possessed 


with an unbiassed mind, conceive, that, “‘the word 
which is gone 6ut in righteousness, *” shoul produce 
such d:fferent results upon’ the human race, one por- 
tion of them, by the effect of ** righteousness,” is to 
be elected and prepared for eternal felicity ; and the 
other portion, by the effect of righteousness,” is to 
be reprobated and consigned to eternal woand: 

all are represented to bow and swear alike ; fof it ays 
“‘every knee,” &c, This passage of scripture, by 
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at can be ‘made upon it, 
does not convey one single idea of eternal torment 
in a future state. But the orthodox say, the. wicked 
will bow and swear in hell with the same submission 
to the will of God, as those do who shall inherit heav- 
en. This is not only speaking above what is written; 
but is an utter perversion and wanton abuse of lan- 
guage, a sophism, in the highest degree, and nothing 
but the vain ebullitions of partial creeds would in- 
vent such erroneous and glaring interpretations ! 
We will conclude this communication by. advising 
you to read the words of Christ,-and may every one 
profit thereby, “ And why beholdest thou the mofe 
that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not. the 
beam that is in thine own eye ?” . Again, Christ said 


to his murmuring labourers “ who had borne the bur- 
den and heat of the day,” and “ every man received 
a penny,” and no more ; “ Is thine eye evil, because 
Iam good ”” 
ye.” 


‘April 5, 1825. 


Consider well for yourself and judge 
COLUMBUS. 


‘*AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY,” acary. 

We have seen the rise of this Society, and have 
been certified that its projectors are clergymen of the 
Calvinistic and Hopkinsian faith. Their thirst for 
popularity and power has long been a subject of pub- 
lick notoriety, and in some instances of severe ani- 
madversion. That their conduct in certain cases has 
been such as justly to expose them to censure, is too 
obvious to be denied. One of them (Dr. Proudfeit,) 
was the person who instituted the plan for causing 
the tracts, replete with pious fable, if not with fraud, 
to be introduced into common schools throughout 
the state of New-York ; and by the assistance of nu- 
merous others in sacerdotal robes, succeeded in ren- 


dering Mr. Secretary Yates, superintendent of com-| 


mon schools in the before-mentioned state, subservi- 
ent to their designs and the obsequious instrument 
of clerical ambition. ‘This bold attempt, to establish 
an ecclesiastical denomination, lauded by the minions 
of the Presbyterian clergy in the state of New-York, 
not only evinces the domineering and oppressive 
spirit by which they are actuated, but in consequence 
of being viewed in the spirit of forbearance, flatters 
them with hopes of success in a more extensive en- 
terprise. This new enterprise presents itself in the 
formation of a NATIONAL TRACT SOCIETY. 

The very name of this Society indicates an exten- 
sive design. Why was it christened The American 
Tract Society ? Answer, because, for several reasons, 
this name is most compatible with the design of its 
Reverend Authors and abettors— 

4. That it might serve as a focus for the concentra- 
tion of all the exertions of minor institutions in this 
country, and diffuse its influence through every sec- 
tion of the land. The other establishments of a sim- 
ilar nature are not capable of exerting a very exten- 
sive influence, in consequence of their being known 
to be the offspring of particular sects, or religious 
parties. These, therefore, must be nourished and 
strengthed, otherwise the very diminished credit 
which they still retain will be totally lost. 

2. This Society is doubtless designed to operate 
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ries,) in quantities sufficient to supply the whole 
Continent of America! This would ~anquestionably 
raise the fame of its pious projectors, and make an 
easy market for the numerous hordes of young mis- 
sionaries, who haye little or nothing besides the 
names of these Rev. Doctors. to recommend them to 
the notice and favour of the publick. And who 
knows but what these young divines may, by observ- 
ing the cautious rules prescribed by their Rev. In- 
structors, become Dectors in their turn, and finally en- 
joy a large proportion of their representative labours ! 
At any rate, they can become useful to their em- 
ployers ; for if they. should be found incapable of 
preaching, they might peddle tracts, augment the 
funds of this great institution, and trumpet, to. no 
small advantage, the fame and the wisdom of its 
founders ! 

3. By professing to make a common cause with 
all denominations, the authors of this institution 
doubtless expect to avoid any suspicion of a design 
to aggrandize themselves ; and which is the only ef- 
fectual means by which they can secure so desirable 
an object. For if they can induce persons of all de- 
nominations to contribute a part of their substance 
to enrich that society, and extend its credit and in- 
fluence, the road to power is rendered both plain 
and easy. 

4. By furnishing this Society with a great national 
appellation, it is probable that a distant prospect, to 
say the least, is entertained, that it may receive the 
sanction of the Genzrnat GoveRNMENT, and derive 
additional popularity and strength by donations from 
the National Treasury. Should this institution be 
| taken under the patronage of our government, no 
| barriers could be reared to prevent a national relig- 
| toug establishment and test, unless they could be found 
in the horrors of a civil war ! 
| . Is there no danger of an attempt for such an es- 
| tablishment, growing out of this Society ?. Would 
the authors and friends of this institution support a 
| grox, when they come to the polls, who were unfa- 
| vourable to their views in respect to the T'ract Socie- 
| ty? We cannot suppose that they would. The in- 
| ference follows, therefore, that its friends are to be 
| supported, & its enemies denied a scat in the national 
| and state legislatures, The numerous efforts which 
| have been made from time to time by the clergy of 
| our own, and of orHEeR countries, justify the con- 
| clusion, that wealth and power are the grand objects 
in view. These, once secured, and the requiem of 
religious liberty is chanted, and persecution, proscrip- 
tion and death completes the dismal picture of hu- 
man depravity ! 





? SCRIPTURE TEACHINGS. 

“Among the various instructions communicated by 
the sacred penmen, touching the duties of intelligent 
beings, that which relates to the obligation of man 
to his MAKER holds a most important rank. 

The knowledge of this obligation is conveyed to 
man by the instrumentality of those on whom the spir- 
it of divine wisdom aud inspiration was made to de- 
scend. Among those who were thus divinely fa- 





28 a fountain, to send forth tracts (akas frightful sto- 


voured to impart instruction, may be reckoned that 
venerable and truly wise man, Solomon. 





From experience, he seems to\ have been intim- 
ately acquainted with human nature, and the. secret 
springs of moral evil ; together with the strong’ pro- 
pensities and the fascinating allurements, to which 
the rising generation, in particular, were exposed. 
Henee he has interspersed through every depart- 
ment of his writings, the most useful maxims, for the 
regulation and government of our conduct in the 
commerce of society : But at last, as if desirous of 
bringing all his admonitory instructions into one fo- 
cus, he assumes the exercise of the power which he 
had received, the power of command ; and person- 
ating the great Divinrry, utters the important man- 
date—** My son, give me thine heart, and Tet thine 
eyes observe my ways.” “J 

It is an inquiry which equally interests every mem- 
ber of the great community ; who are the subjects 
of this address? The answer is perfectly natural, 
for even the text. implies, nay, expresses that. they 
are the sons of God. But who are the sons of God ? 
The popular solution of this. problem is, that none 
but the pious saints, none but the god/y and obedient 
can be denominated sons of God. - Admitting this to 
be the proper solution, would not the command be 
useless ? Would it not be simply requiring that which 
was already performed ? The command implies a 
duty which remained to be performed ; and becausc 
they are recognised as sons, the obligation of surren- 
dering their hearts to God, is supposed :to devolve 
upon them. Ifthe command, then, embraced. those 
who had not become obedient, it may with equal 
propricty be supposed to embrace the disobedient 
now. This fact istmade to appear-by the considera- 
tion that Jehovah has created, and furnished the 
whole human race with all their faculties, both phys- 
ical and moral ; the latter of which accounts for the 
instruction with wena are favoured in the scrip- 
tures, that man was cré&ted in the image of God. 

There is no light inWhich we can view the Crea. 
tor in a character more amiable than that by which 
we recognise him as the Father of our race: It is 2 
relation which awakes the most tender ard delight- 
ful associations in the mind, and gives birth to the 
noble, grateful, and acceptable sacrifice of filial pie- 
ty. Whether, therefore, we contemplate the divine 
Being as the Father of spirits, the Preserver of the 
world, or “the Saviour of all men” through Jesus 
Christ ;* every view which we take of his adorable 
character sanctions the sacred mandate of-his author. 
itative wisdom—* my son, give me thine heart, and 
let thine eyes observe my ways :” and evinces the 
pertinency of its application to the whole sinful cre- 
ation. This relation is.the foundation, not only of 
our confidence, but of all that obedience which the 
language of the command implies. 

The obligation which this sublime mandate impo- 
ses will be the subject of another communication. 

* I. Tim. iv. 10. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
WISDOM OF THIS WORLD. 
Mr. Epiron, 
On information which cannot be questioned, your 
readers are informed that a certain clergyman, 
last Sabbath, preached from the following text : Ist 
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was evident that it is God’s will that all should be 
saved; and of course, there could not be any truth 
in a doctrine which taught that the Deity predestina- 
ted»some to everlasting death: he also stated that 
this will, in its accomplishment, depends upon condi- 
tions to be performed by the creature. Speaking 
of the promises of God, he stated that there was not 
gne promise in the Bible but what its fulfilment de- 
pended on conditions to be performed by the crea- 
ture, and even went so far as to introduce a case 
from the Old Testament where he understood that 
God had made a promise and broken it, and said 
that the Deity had a right.to break his promises ! 
To what a lamentable condition are such clergymen 
réduced ; the plain and unequivocal declarations of 
Jehovah, by his prophets, by Jesus Christ, and his 
Apostles, are laid aside to make roonr for their wis- 
dom, or rather the * traditions of men !” 

This clergyman, and many others, may have over- 
looked the plain and unconditional promises of Jeho- 
vah, afew of which will therefore be laid before 
them. In Gen. xxvi. 4. and xxviii, 14. God uncondi- 
tionally promises that in the seed of Abraham (which 


the earth. This d/essing, whatever it be, must of ne- 
cessity be according to the will and purpose of the 
Deity ; or he would not have’ promised it ; and if 
ny are desirous of knowing the utmost ex/ent of this 
blessing, the apostle declares, Acts ili. 25, it is a bless- 
ing of all the kindreds of the earth: and the same a- 
postle, as if fearing that some might (as is the case, )en- 
deavour to make the Deity a partial Being like them- 
selves, has said in verse 26. that the nature of this 
blessing is turning every one away from his iniquities. 
For a similar explanation consult Rom. xi. 25—32, 
and then see the harmony which exists between this 
and Acts ii. 20, 21. And he shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you : whom the 
heaven must receive, until the times of the restitu- 
tion of all things which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.” 
In Isa. xlvi, 10. God reveals himself as the only Be- 
ing who declares the end from the beginning, saying, 
“niy counsel shall stand ‘and I will do all my pleas- 
ure.” And what is his pleasure or will, the 4th verse 
of the text on which this clergyman was comment- 
ing says, Gagl ** will have all men to be’saved and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth.” And in St. 
John vi. 38. Christ says, “I came down from heaven, 
not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent 
me.” There cannot be a doubt with respect to the 
hi fications of the Saviour, if we consult Col. i. 19, 

20. and Ephesians i.9,10. The reader, if he should 
feel interest enough in this most important subject, 
is requested to examine Psalm xxii. 27—Ixvi. 3, 4. 
Ixxxvi. 9. Isa, xxv. 6, 7, 8. I. Tim. ii. 5, 6. compared 
with Isa. xxxv. 10, Lam. iii. 31, 52, 33, Zeph. iii. 8; 
9. and St. John xii. 32. A multitude of other passages 
might be quoted, but I forbear; and would close 
with this remark, that having been born and brought 
up under such sentiments as were advanced by this 
clergyman, I consider that no system of religion is 
better calculated to destroy the soul’s trust and confi- 
dence in God our heayenly Father, and in his salva- 





tion by Jesus Christ, than that which is the subject 
of these remarks. Some remarks directed to Arme- 
nians are reserved for a future number of the Tele- 
scope. TIMOTHY. 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


LETTER TO THE REV. WALTER BALFOUR. 
(concLUDED FRoM PAGE 143.) 


Ihave seen & heard many things from Universalists, 
both in preaching & in writing which have given me 
pain, though at the same time I freely acknowledge, 
that [ have discovered more candor among them, than 
among those of other denominations. It is true that 
they are compelled to encounter more abuse than 
almost any other: denomination, and the epithet of 
Universalist, is, with many persons, quite as abomi- 
nable and terrific, as that of mad dog, and whoever 
is first to put down and ruin the one, is in the view 
of such persons, as truly the friend of the communi- 
ty, as he who destroys the other. . There is one fact 
which I shall mention in this place, and that is, the 
prodigious degree of ignorance which exists on this 
subject, even among ministers : I have had frequent 
opportunities of observing the manner in which our 
ablest divines- manage this subject, and have been 


: truly surprised at the little acquaintance with it 
is Christ) he will bless ali the nations and families of | whj, r ¥ : 


which they have uniformly manifested—how to ac- 
count for this, I know not, except on the supposi- 
tion that having never perhaps heard their favorite 


| doctrine called-in question by any one of whose pie- 


ty, learning or talents, they had formed any very fa- 
vorable opinion, they at once conclude that he who 
does this must be either a mad man, or a reprobate, 
one who is given up of God to total blindness of 
mind and hardness of heart, “to believe a lic that he 
may be damned.” But however this may have been 
for the past, the time has now come when such an 
excuse will avail no longer, the subject is exciting a 
deep interest in the community ; “ Universalism (to 
borrow the words of the Rev. Ward Locke, of Ches- 
terville, Me.) prevatls to an alarming extent’?—and 
people will not much longer be satistied with either 
the silence or ignorance, and may I not add, uncan- 
did management Of their teachers ; no, they will be 
compelled tomeet the subject fairly and candidly, 
or their influence is gone ;-evasion and perversion 
have been the order of the day long ‘enough, and 
the clergy may rest assured, that in future, some- 
thing more to the point will be expected from them. 
It will not, I presume, be pretended, that our cler- 
gy are ignorant on most other subjects; that they 
are so On the one under consideration, I fully believe 
for the following reasons—first, so far as I am ac- 
quainted with either their preaching or writing on 
this subject, they ‘have in almost every ease decli- 
ned ** taking (as we say) the bull by the horns ;” 
a string of texts, and parts of texts, taken out of their 
connexion totally perverted and misapplied, have 
been almost the sum total of their scripture proof. 
I certainly have too good an opinion of them to charge 
this to their hearts ; they doubtless think that their 
quotations are correct, and express the truth as it 
stands in the Bible ; this is proof to my mind, that 
they do not understand the arguments of their oppo- 
nents. They also tell us that the serpent first preach- 
ed the doctrine of Universal Salvation to our first 
inother in Eden ; this is also proof to me that they 
are not acquainted with either the doctrine or the 
arguments of their opponents, for if they were, they 
surely would never make use of this fact as an argu- 
ment against a doctrine which can, in no point of 
view, claim sO near a relationship to it, as can their 
own; they also tell us, that if all men are finall 

saved, there could have been no reason for the Phil- 
ippian jailor, or any other person to inquire “what 
must I do to be saved.” This is another reason for 
my ate as expressed above, for if they had care- 


‘they have thought it expedient to employ 
Measures to restrain the aberrations. of their breth- 





fully considered the subject they would have per- 
ceived that this inquiry is just as reasonable on the 
supposition that ail will finally be saved, as on the 
supposition that a part will certainly be saved, and 
a part as certainly lost, they would in short have Fn 
ceived that the certainty in either case would form 
the objection, if any there be, and not the mere num- 
ber of the saved or lost. It was remarked above, 
that our clergy are not unacquainted with most oth- 


er subjects in divinity, The question betweenthem _ 


and the Unitarians, for example, is perfectly well un- 
derstood by them : for proof of this, look ‘at the wri- 
tings of Prof, Stuart and others, there we find learn- 
ing and ability,—but when a question is civily put 
to them which involves the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation, a question too, which has, perhaps, grown 
out of one of their own assertions, why, all the rep] 
which they make is, that their time does not permit 
a reply, or that the inquirer is considered to. be a 
confirmed Universalist, and is therefore (as it is in- 
fered) unworthy of notice, or that they cannot inter- 
pret scripture in the same manner. But, let me ask, 
what would Prof. Stuart, for example, have said, if 
any one had replied to his “ Letters,” in such a way ? 
Would he have been satisfied that his arguments 
were destitute of force ? So far from this, would he 
not have considered such a reply as a tacit confess- 
ion on the part of his opponents, that his arguments 
were irresistible? I think he would, and with very 
good reason, for if I should be told by him, or by 
any other man, that the penalty of the law is eternal 
death, and if on my demanding proof, I should be 
put off with such a plea, I should conclude, that he 
had none to give. 

It is understood to be your intention to publish 
another edition of your work ina cheaperform. I 
cannot but hope that in case you should, a few cop- 
ies at least may be sent to this place.(which you will 
learn from the post mark.) I have no doubt that 
a number might be disposed of among us, This let- 
ter has been written in haste, amid the bustle of bu- 
siness, and by one who is very little used’ to writin 
which must be my apology for any inaccuracies whic 
may be discovered in it. You are at liberty tomake 
what use you please of it, only be scrupulously cau- 
tious not to disclose the place from whence it came, 
or any other circumstance which might lead to ex- 
posure, as I wish for the present to remain conceal- 
ed. Should Lever have an opportunity, I shall cere 
tainly avail myself of an interview. 

Yours in the bonds of the common faith. 
INQUIRER. 


FROM THE (CHARLESTON, S, C.) UNITARIAN DEFENDANT, 
SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 


For some time past the doctrines of universal sa}- 
yation, under different modifications, have been 
gaining ground in the northern section of our coun 
try. Of the truth orfalsehood of these doctrines— 
of their influence on individual character, .or public 
welfare, it is not our intention, as it is not to our pur- 
pose, at present to speak. They are certainly re. 
garded with strong disapprobation by that part of 
the religious community denominated orthodox ; 
and no little exertion has been and continues to be 
made, to arrest their progress. To this we have no 
objection to make, so long as such exertion is made 
in a spirit and manner consistent with the mutual 
rights and duties of men, and christians. “So long: as 
the march of error, real or supposed, is encounter- 
ed with weapons drawn ‘from the armory of God” 
—with reason and argument only, christians may 
lawfully, and profitably, perhaps, “ contend earnest- 
ly” for what they believe to be truth. But we are 
sorry to observe that, in the case before us, these 
respon nats not been thought, by our orthodox 
brethren, sufficiently sharp and efficient. Several 
instances have come to our knowledge, in which 


coercive 


ren in matters of faith and have directed against 
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them the terrors of ecclesiastical censures, admonit- 
jons and excommunications. Now, we remark with 
regard to this procedure, in the first place, that it 
seems to us impolitic. It leads one to surmise that 
the cause, which needs to be propped by. such 
measures, has some inherent weakness, of which its 
votaries are sensible. It was sarcastically remarked 
of Jupiter, we suppose by some heretic of those 
days, that, whenever he was quite in the wrong, he 
was apt to have recourse to his thunder. We think 


the remark fully as applicable to religious sects, and } 


ecclesiastical bodies, as to the shaker of Olympus. 
For ourselves, whenever we hear the distant echos 
of these spiritual fulminations, we instinctively con- 


clude, that the party uttering them has»been hard | 
Lord Peter, if we | 


pushed on the field of debate. 
rightly remember, found it convenient to call Domi- 
nic with his tongs, just at that point in the discussion 
when his brethren hesitated to confess, in contradic- 
tion to their own senses, that a brown loaf was a 
shoulder of mutton. ‘Truth should, we think, have 
more confidence in its own strength and resources. 
it cartainly needs not such auxiliaries as Dominick, 
and should be cautious of employing them. 

Let it be observed, that in no one of the cases 
which have givén occasion to these remarks, was anv, 
the smallest objection adduced against the morals 
or piety of the individuals proceeded against. ‘They 
were, in every instance, allowed to be persons of ir- 
reproachable hfe, even correct and exemplary—yet 
they were cut off from the privileges of christian 
communion, declared unworthy to associate with the 
followers of Jesus, because they could not believe 
the absolute eternity of future punishment. ‘This 
was the head and front of their offending. They 
had adopted the opinion—which is-probably held at 
this moment by a full moiety of the christian. world— 
that all mien-will finally be restored to the favour of 
their common parent ; and-sin and misery be blotted 
out of the creation of God. ‘Now this we consider 
an abuse of church discipline. ‘The legitimate ob- 
jects of this discipline are actions, not opinions. The 
latter are not subjected to the control of cither the 
civil or ecclesiastical power. It is a gross and palpa- 
ble invasion of the rights of conscience in any body 
of christians, whether church, association, presbytery 
or convention—or by whatever name these: self-con- 
stituted tribunals are, or have been, known—to at- 
tempt to controul the opinions, or to judge of the 
faith of their fellows- and peers; or to prescribe 
terms of communion other than those expressly laid 
down in the gospel. 
ty, for which they can shéw no warrant in the great 
charter of eur rights. “It is a violation of that lib- 
erty wherewith Christ has made us free. Individual 
christians do not hold their right to communion, and 
to the benefit and edification of gospel ordinances at 
the will of any body of men on earth. Jesus Christ 
is our supreme governour and legislator.‘ He has 
prescribed the laws, by which his- church is in all 
uges, to be governed ; and those who undertake to 
alter, extend, or modify these regulations, are usurp- 
ers of his divine prerogative, and must answer for 
their temerity, and injustice. . For, on this subject 
they have no right to legislate—no discretionary 
power of admission, rejection or excommunication. 
The founder of the christian religion never gave 
them any. It is quite evident from the’ New-Testa- 
ment, that a profession of faith in Jesus as the Mes- 
siah, or Son of God, was the sole condition of admis- 
sion into the church prescribed by Christ or his 
apostles ; and it is equally clear, that immoral-con- 
duct is the only cause for which a church is justified 


in excluding a member from its-fellowship. For his, 


faith he is not, in any measure, accountable to them ; 
it is an affair between God and his own conscience. 
Of his actions they can judge ;. of the operations of 
his mind, of the covictions of his j openers, they 
neither can judge, nor would be entitled to do so, if 
they could. Every christian, against whom rests no 
charge of immoral conduct, has a scriptural right to 
upproach to the Lord’s table, for example, in any 


It is an assumption of. authori- | 


ee 


church where he happens, on such an occasion, to 
be present ; and if they refuse him, they do it.at 
their peril. This position may seem to some per- 
sons to be a bold one ; but we take it advisedly, and 
are prepared to defend it.. Freedom, unrestrained 
freedom of opinion is the birthright of man, confer- 
red on him by him who made him in his own image, 
and sanctioned, and secured to him, by the whole 
letter and spirit of the gospel. It is too the atmos- 
phere, in which truth and religion breathe, and live. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





SPRING: 
When brighter suns and milder skies 
Proclaim the opening year, 
What various sounds of joyarise ! 
What prospects bright appear ! 





Earth and her thousand voices give 
Their thousand notes of praise ; 
And all that by his mercy live, 
To God their offering raise. 


Forth walks the laborer to his toil, 
And sees the fresh array 

Of vendure clothe the flowery soil, 
Along his careless way. 


The streams all beautiful and bright, 
Reflect the morning sky ; 

And there with music in his flight 
The wild bird soars on high. 


Thus like the morning calm and clear 
That saw the Saviour rise, 

The spring of heaven’s eternal ycar 
Shall dawn on earth and skies. 


No winter there, no shades of night 
Profane these mansions blest, 

Wherein the happy fields of ight 
The weary are at rest. 


THE FIGURE OF LIBERTFY. 
| Her zone unbound, her tresses unconfined, 
| Spoke undesigning negligence of mind— 
True Rapture’s negligence ; as on she came, 
Her cheek was glory, and her eye was Flame—_ 
| Her floating robes light am’rous gales receive— 
Her modest breast-ten-thousand virtues heave : 
| Shield had she none, but Honowr—and her sword 
Was Truth—and angels, as she smil’d adov’d. 
LOVE TO GOD. 

It is necessary that men should be deeply impres- 
sed with just notions of the object of their worship, 
| particularly that he is the only true God, the Maker 
-of all things, and the possessor of all perfection, to 
'whom there is not any being equal, or like, a sec- 
/ond in order, that they may apply themselves, with 
the utmost diligence, to obey his precepts, the first 
and chief of which is, that they give him their hearts. 
God is transeendently amiable in himself; and by 
the benefits he has conferred on us, hath such a title 
to our utmost affection, that there is no obligation 
that bears any proportion to that of loving him. The 
honour assigned to this precept proves, that piety is 
the noblest act of the human mind, and that the 
chief ingredient in piety is love, founded on a clear 
and extensive view of the divine perfections, g per- 








manent sense of his benefits, and a deep conviction 
of his being the soyereign good, our portion, our 
happiness. - But it is essential to love, that there be 
a delight in contemplating the beauty of the object 
beloved ; that we frequently, and with pleasure, re- 
fiect on the benefits which the object of> our affec. 
tion has conferred on us ; that we have a strong de- 
sire of pleasing him ; great fear of doing any thing 
which is offensive, and a sensible joy in the thought 
of being beloved in return. Hence the dutics of de- 
votion, prayer and praise, are the most natural and 
genuine exercises of the love of God.-—-Moreover, 
this virtue is not so mach any single affection, as the 
continual bent of all-the affections and powers of the 


soul. In which light to love God, is as much as pos- 


| sible, to direct the whole soul towards God, and to 


exercise all its chief faculties on him as its chief ob- 
ject. But the beauty and excellence of this state ot 
the mind is best seen in its effects ; for the worship 
and obedience flowing from. such an universal bent 
of the soul toward God, is as much superiour to the 
worship and obedience arising from partial consider. 
ations, as the light of the sun iso any picture of it 
that can be drawn.—For example, if we look on 
God only as a stern law-giver, whe can and will pun- 
ish our rebellion, it may indeed force an awe and 
dread of him, and as much obedience to his laws as 
we think will satisfy him, but can never produce 
that constancy in our duty, that delight in it, and 
that earnestness to do it im its ‘utmost extent, which 
are produced and maintained in the mind by the 
sacred fire of divine love, or by the bent of the wholc 
soul toward God ; a frame the most éxcellent that 
can be conceived and the most to be desired, be- 
cause it constitutes the highest perfection and hap- 
piness of the creature. Macxknicar. 








MARRIED; 


Mn this town, on Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr. 


| Taft, Mr. John C. Leveck, of this town, to Miss Sarah 


W. Dexter, of Pawtucket. 

On the 7th instant, by Rev. Mr. Tobey, Mr. David 
Pctty, to Miss Martha Fenner, both of this town. 

On Sunday last, by Rey. Mr. Pickering, Mr. Eb- 
enezer Foster, of this town, to Miss Almira Orne, ot 
Pawtucket. 

In Pawtucket, on Monday morning: last, by Rev. 
a Taft, Mr. Anson Hathaway, to Miss Ruana Ham- 
ilton. 

In Cumberland, by Rev. Mr. Cutler, Mr. Hermon 
Cooke, to Miss Martha Wood, all of that town. 


DIED, 

In this town, on Monday morning last, Mrs. Meri- 
bah Lindsey, cee 
On Monday 
year of her age. 








56 years. 
ust, Mrs. Deborah Turrill, in the 7b 
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